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Ron Hamence
Burnside Lodge, Linden Park South Australia
As we prepare to watch the Australian Cricket Team 
defend its title against the English in this year’s Ashes 
series, one person who has no doubt as to who will win 
is Burnside Lodge resident Ron Hamence.

Ron, however has a little bit more knowledge and insight 
into the workings of the Australian Cricket Team than 
the rest of us, he was a member of Don Bradman’s 
1948 Invincibles.

Don Bradman’s 1948 Invincibles team is generally 
regarded as the most famous and successful Australian 
sporting team to ever leave our shores. 

The 17-man squad travelled to England on the SS 
Strathaird and returned many months later with a list 
of records and achievements never before seen or 
equalled. Bradman’s team, also known as “The Greats of 
’48”, became the only team to go through an Ashes tour 
undefeated. That’s 34 matches without a loss, with 25 
wins and nine draws. 

They staged a remarkable 404-run chase on the fi nal day 
of the Fourth Test at Leeds and scored 721 runs in a single 
day against county side Essex. 

Perhaps the most remembered incident of the tour was 
Bradman’s second-ball duck in his fi nal Test innings, which 
anchored his average at 99.94; just four runs shy of a 
three-fi gure average. 

One of only four surviving members of the Invincibles 
team Ron is looking forward to watching his current 
favourite player Ricky Ponting and the Australian team take 
on, and beat, the Old Dart.

Unfortunately Ron was one of only two players from 
the 17-man squad not to play in any of the fi ve Tests. 
But instead of wallowing in his misfortune, Ron became 
one of the most popular members of the touring party, 
enjoying the social activities and playing good cricket 
against the counties. 

“I didn’t get frustrated at all, we had a great time,” 93-year-
old Ron, Australia’s oldest living Test cricketer, said. 

Ron lived for the moment. A noted singer, he used to 
entertain his teammates on board the ship, with his 
captain often saying, “Oh, give us another tune, Ronnie”. 

Ron and teammate Colin McCool, the other player not 
selected for a Test, even had a song about their inability to 
win a spot, joking that they were “Ground Staff”. 

There was only one time he got into a bit of trouble with 
Bradman, though it was only minor. 

On board the ship to England, it was a requirement for 
players to dress formally for dinner. Ron hated wearing 
his “monkey suit” and one night he and roommate Ernie 
Toshack decided to have room service instead. 

After dinner there was a knock on the cabin door. It was 
Bradman. “He gave us a quiet ‘don’t do it again’, Ron said.

In another instance Ron almost missed the greatest Test of 
the series, the Fourth Test, when he lost his tickets outside 
the Leeds ground. 

“This chappy on the gate said to us, ‘Can I help you 
gentlemen?’. I said, ‘Yes, you can. We are both members 
of the Australian cricket team’. Well, as quick as anything, 
he said, ‘Yes, and I am Tommy Trinder’ (a leading UK 
comedian).” 

With characters like Ron it is no wonder the Australian 
team was loved as much as it was revered.

*  Parts of this interview were taken from an article by Glenn McFarlane, Sunday Herald Sun, 15 June 2008.
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As we reported in our last edition the Regis Group is undertaking a substantial construction and 
refurbishment program across many of its facilities. 

In the last six months we have successfully opened new wings at the following established Regis facilities: 
• Regis Forrest Gardens (Bunbury, WA) – 16 new high care extra services beds;
• Regis Heathcliff Manor (Macleod, VIC) – 30 new high and low care beds;
• Regis Waverley Gardens (Dandenong North, VIC) – 60 new high and low care beds;
• Regis Lake Park (Blackburn, VIC) – 78 new beds with a further 94 beds to become available later this year when 

stage 2 is complete.

In the next couple of months we will also open a new wing featuring 32 beds at Regis Karingal Manor, located at 
Fawkner in Victoria, and re-open the completely rebuilt Shenley Manor. Located in Melbourne’s inner eastern suburb 
of Camberwell, Shenley Manor was the old Salvation Army owned Bethany Nursing Home, and the Regis Group has 
invested over $5 million turning this facility into a state-of-the-art premium aged care residence, which will house 60 
high care residents.

Also in September we will open the doors to a brand new 120 bed facility in Ferny Grove, Brisbane. Set in beautiful 
bushland surrounds Regis Parkland Manor will feature apartment style luxury suites, single rooms with en suites and 
double rooms with en suites - perfect for couples.

Parkland Manor will offer residents a range of services including low, high and dementia specifi c care in a secure 
environment, along with premium additional services such as a private cinema, internet and pay TV, in-house chefs, 
hairdressing and beauty therapy.

We are also pleased to announce, recently work began on a new 83 bed aged care facility in Armadale, Victoria. 
This inner city multi-storey development will further enhance Regis’ reputation for offering fi rst class accommodation 
to older Australians. The project will be completed for occupation by late 2010.

www.regis.com.au

Stories, Comments or Feedback
We invite all readers to contribute their own stories for each issue of Regis Insight. We would really like to hear about what 
is happening in your residence, someone you think is outstanding or has lived a special life. Email your stories, feedback or 
ideas to the Editor on marketing@regis.com.au
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